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Abstract.

The conquest of Yemen by Sasanid king Khusraw [ Anushirwan (531-
579) resulted in South Arabia becoming a territory under the Sasanid
power. Initially, a model of indirect rule involving the administration
by a local ruler, a vassal of the Sasanids, was applied, as was the case
in some other regions, e.g., in al-Hira. That ruler was a member of the
noble family of Yaz’an, who appears in the sources under the name of
Sayf or Ma‘dikarib. Although he had initiated the conquest of Yemen,
the Sasanid general, in compliance with Khusraw’s instructions, vest-
ed him with power only after becoming sure that his enthronement
would be agreed to by Yemenite aristocracy. Yaz’an ruled under a ti-
tle sounding like himyaran-shab (King of the Himyarites). Following
Khusraw’s example, Yaz’an made a register of South Arabian noble-
men and chieftains of vassal Arabic tribes, which identified the place
of each nobleman in social hierarchy. Yaz’an’s relationship with other
Arabic tribes was based upon agreements the contents of which var-
ied from case to case. Yaz’an’s rule lasted for about 4 years, from the
beginning of 572 till the beginning of 576 when he was assassinated.
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Then Khusraw, distrusting the Yaz’an family’s ability to rule over Ye-
men, appointed an Iranian governor.
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his work, which is a study of the history of Sasanid rule

in Yemen (571/2 — 30s of VII century), should begin

with some introductory remarks. On the one hand, the

volume of materials requiring attention is such that the
results of their study are difficult to fit into one article. Therefore, the
author finds it appropriate to present the results of his research in two
articles, dividing the period under study into two parts—the rule of
Yaz’an, a Sasanid-subordinated representative of South Arabian no-
bility, and the rule of Iranian governors. This article is the first of these
two studies. On the other hand, this work is a continuation of a study
begun in the article The Sasanid Conquest of Yemen'. Therefore, it
makes sense here to repeat some of the conclusions and observations
made in it. The Sasanid king Khosrow I Anushirvan (531- 579) con-
quered Yemen in the winter of 571- 572. As far as can be judged from

U Muwun AE. Cacaanackoe 3aBoesanue Memena // Vcropmueckimit BECTHUK.

2025. T. LL. C. 112-137. For brevity, this work will hereafter be referred to as
Conquest (3abBoeGanue).
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the historical context, he was driven primarily by military-strategic
considerations: the king sought to forever exclude the possibility of
a strike against Sasanid possessions from the southwestern, interior
regions of Arabia, and also to deprive his main opponent, Byzantium,
of its most important ally in the south.

In Khosrow’s decision to consolidate his power in Yemen, other
considerations could have played a certain role. As shown in the Con-
quest, one of the initiators of the campaign was Yaz'an, a representa-
tive of the noble South Arabian Yaz’anid clan who had taken refuge
with the Sasanids, and who appears under the name Sayf* in most
sources. In one of the earliest accounts, written by Ibn Ishak (d. in the
60s of VIII century), Sayf tells Khosrow I[: “The mountains of my land
are nothing but gold and silver”. Ibn Ishak then makes a significant
addition: “He (Sayf. — D.M.) sought to arouse in him (Khosrow. —
D.M) the desire to possess it (i.e., his country, Yemen)™. It is difficult
to vouch for the fact that these exact words were actually spoken, but
it is quite likely that Yaz’an, seeking to convince the Sasanid king of
the expediency of the campaign, spoke, among other things, of the
possibility of obtaining precious metal mines. As will be shown in the
second article, there is evidence of the development of such mines
under the Sasanids.

After defeating the Ethiopian forces, Khosrow I faced the task of
establishing firm power in Yemen. First of all, it was necessary to ap-
point the governor. As far as can be judged, Khosrow took into account
the unwillingness of Sasanid nobility to fight in Arabia with their own
forces (if the accounts discussed in the Conguest of mutiny on ships
heading to Yemen are true, it manifested itself during the campaign,

2 As shown in the Conguest, the question of this person’s proper name (Sayf or

Ma‘dikarib) has not been definitively resolved (Muwun A.E. Cacanmnackoe
3aBoesanme .., 2025. C. 114). Therefore, here, as in the Conguest, he will be
referred to by the family name Yaz an.

3 Strat al-Nabi li ... Ibn Hisham. Ed. M.E. al-Sayyid. Tanta: Dar al-sahaba li-1-
turath bi Tanta, 1995. Pt. 1. P. 106. Cf. Annales quos scripsit Abu Djafar Mo-
hammed Ibn Djarir at-Tabari. Ed. MJ. De Goeje. Prima series. II. Rec. J. Barth,
Th. Noldeke. Lugduni Batavorum, 1881-1882. P. 947; Nihayat al-arab {1 funtin
al-adab. Ta’lif ... al-Nuwayri. Vol. 15. Cairo: Dar al-kutub al-misriyya, 1949.
P. 310.
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too?) and therefore considered it best to appoint as governor a man
whose power would be accepted both by South Arabian nobility and
by the leaders of Arab tribes. The intention to establish relations with
these forces is evidenced by the fact that after the victory over the
Ethiopians, Wahriz ordered his warriors to destroy only them, sparing
the Himyarites and Arabs’. However, if South Arabian nobility and
Arab leaders accepted the establishment of Sasanid power in general
(at least the sources do not report that any of them advocated for the
restoration of Ethiopian rule), the question of who exactly would be
governor remained open. The appointee would have to stand above
the nobility and tribes, and for them he had to be worthy of such ele-
vation. From this point of view, Yaz’an’s candidacy, the main ally of the
Sasanids, was not undisputed: he did not belong to the royal dynasty
of Himyar and Saba rulers, and his merits in organizing the campaign
did not place him first among the nobility. In favor of Yaz’an’s suprem-
acy—if the accounts of sources are true—speaks only the fact that his
father, in 525, after the defeat and death of losaphat (Yousof) Asar
Yatsar (Ywsf 's"’r Yt'r of South Arabian inscriptions), the last king of
the united realm of Himyar and Saba, proclaimed himself ruler and
attempted to organize resistance to the Ethiopians, but lost a decisive
battle at al-Sahiil and soon died®. In this case, Yaz’an could be con-

* Muwun A.E. Cacanuackoe 3asoesanue ..., 2025. C. 127-128.

5 Annales ..., 1881-1882. P. 955.

¢ Khizanat al-adab wa lubb lubab lisan al-farab. Ta’lif ‘Abd al-Kadir ... al-Bagh-
dadi. Ed. A. Hartin. Cairo: Maktabat al-Khandji, 1997. Pt. 2. P. 293; Kitab al-iklil
li ... al-Hamdani. Pt. 2. Ed. M. al-Akwa‘ al-Hiwali. Cairo: Matba‘at al-sunna
al-muhammadiyya, 1966. P. 258; Tarikh al-‘allama Ibn Khaldan. Beirut: Dar
al-kitab al-lubnani, Cairo: Dar al-kitab al-misri, 1999. Vol. 3. P. 116; Turfat
al-ashab fi ma‘rifat al-ansab. Tasnif al-sultan al-Malik al-Ashraf ‘Umar Bin
Yiisuf Bin Rasiil. Ed. KW. Zetterstéen. Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1992. P. 48. The reli-
ability of this report is supported by the fact that the last of the cited authors
not only was a scholar but also belonged to the Rasulid dynasty ruling Yemen,
which gave him (or at least facilitated) access to earlier sources, including
those that have not survived. It should be noted, however, that in some other
accounts, after the Ethiopians’ victory over Joseph As’ar Yath’ar, resistance
is led by a representative of another noble South Arabian clan—the Gadan.
(Kitab al-aghani li-1-imam Abi-1-Faradj al-Asbahani. Ed. A. al-Shinkiti. Cai-
1o, 1905. Pt. 16. P. 69; Nashwat al-tarab fi tarikh djahiliyyat al-Sarab. Ta’lif Ibn
Sa‘id al-Andalusi. Ed. N. Abd al-Rahman. Amman: Maktabat al-Aqgsa, 1982.
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sidered a man who belonged to the royal dynasty and therefore stood
above the other nobility. Understanding that Yaz’an’s appointment
might entail disputes about seniority among South Arabian nobles,
and in the most unfavorable case—turmoil, Khosrow I acted very care-
fully. According to sources, he ordered Wahriz to make Yaz'an ruler
of Yemen only if there was agreement among the nobility on this’. As

P. 158; al-Rawd al-unuf fi sharh al-sira al-nabawiyya li Ibn Hisham li ... al-Su-
hayli. Ed. fA. al-Wakil. Part 1. Cairo: Dar al-kutub al-islamiyya, 1967. P. 219).
In a number of sources, Gadan is named as the last king of the united Him-
yarite—Sabaean state after Joseph As’ar Yath’ar. (Garbers K. Eine Erginzun-
gen zur Sachaus Ausgabe von al-Birtinis “Chronologie orientalischer Volker®
// Documenta islamica inedita. Berlin: Akademie-Verlag, 1952. S. 49; Hadikat
al-akalim. Ta’lif ... Bilgrami. Lucknow, 1879. P. 9; Liber Mafatih al-oltm ... auc-
tore ... al-Khowarezmi. Ed. G. Van Vloten. Lugduni-Batavorum, 1895. P. 110;
al-Mukhtasar fi akhbar al-bashar li ... Abi-1-Fida®. Ed. M.Z.M. ¢Azib, Y.S. Hu-
sayn, M.F. al-Wasif. Pt. 1. Cairo: Dar al-ma‘arif, 1998. P. 91; Nashwat ..., 1982.
P. 157; al-Rawd ..., 1967. Pt. 1. P. 219; al-Umda {1 mahasin al-shi‘r wa adabi-hi
wa nakdi-hi. Ta’lif ... Ibn Rashik. Ed. M.M. ‘Abd al-Hamid. Beirut: Dar al-djil,
1981. Pt. 2. P. 227). These versions are not mutually exclusive: former officials
of Joseph As’ar Yath’ar could have acted independently. A possible objec-
tion is that Yaz’an and Gadan are never mentioned together in the sources;
each appears only in the absence of the other. However, this argument is not
decisive, since we do not know the original sources, and surviving texts may
derive from different local traditions.

Among the earliest accounts of the Sasanid conquest of Yemen, this episode
appears in the narratives of al-Sha ‘b1 (al-Sha bz, c. 660, died in the 720s) and
Abi ‘Ubayda Ma‘mar ibn al-Muthanna (Abiz ‘Ubayda Ma*mar Ibn al-Muth-
anna, c. 728/9 r., died in 824/5 or 828/9 r.). Al-Sha‘bi reports: “Then he
(Wahriz) wrote to Khosrow about the victory. Khosrow wrote back ordering
him to inquire about Sayf ibn Dhi Yaz’an, saying: ‘If he proves to be of the
Yemeni princes, place him on his throne and depart from him; if not, cut off
his head’ When the letter reached Wahriz, he gathered the nobles (ashray),
distinguished men (ahl an-nabaha) and leaders ([abl] al-ri’asa) of the Qa-
htanites (i.e., the descendants of Qahtan, traditionally considered Southers
Arabs, whereas the Northern Arabs were the descendants of ‘Adnan (Ad-
nanites. — D.M.), read them the letter of Anushirvan and asked them about
Saif. They informed him that he was among the descendants (wuld) of King
Dhu Nuwas (i.e, Yusuf Asar Yath’ar. — D.M.), who attacked the people of
Najran and burned them in the trench (ukhdiid), the one whose attack on the
people of Najran became the cause of the Ethiopians’ invasion of their land.
And Wahriz, upon hearing this, granted Saif royal authority over Yemen, left
with him the Persians who were with him in Sana’a, and departed to Khos-
row. (Nihayat al-arab {1 akhbar al-furs wa al-‘arab. Ed. M.T. Danishpezhih.
Tehran: Andjoman-i-athar wa mafakhir-i-farhangi, 1996/97. P. 319. Cf. Ni-
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Xocpos I Anyrmpsan (n306paskeHme Ha GAIOAE).
From open sources

can be seen from the reports to which references are made in notes 7
and 10, the nobility recognized Yaz’an as senior in their midst, and he
received power.

Legally, Yaz'an occupied the position of a ruler subordinated to
the Sasanids, similar to, for example, the Lakhmids of Hira. He was
considered a governor and bore a title that should have sounded ap-

hayat ..., 1949. P. 310-311). Abu ‘Ubayda said: “Wahriz, upon entering Sana’a,
summoned them (the supporters of Saif. — D.M.) and asked: “‘Who among you
is Saif?’ They said: ‘He is the son of our kings, the noblest among us, the one
who avenged us’. Then he (Wahriz. — D.M.) gave him (Saif. — D.M.) a [cere-
monial] garment, clothed him in it, and granted him authority to collect tax-
es (kharadj) and to administer affairs (‘amal)”. (Kitab al-dibadj. Ta’lif ... Abi
‘Ubayda Mu‘ammar Ibn al-Muthanna al-Taymi. Ed. A. al-Djarbaf, fA. al-‘U-
thaymin. Cairo: Maktabat al-Khandji, 1991. P. 105-106). Similar independent
reports are found in later authors as well (Kitab al-ilmam bi-l-ilam fi-ma
djarat bi-hi al-ahkam wa al-umiir al-makdiyya fi wak‘at al-Iskandariyya li ...
al-Nuwayri al-Iskandarani. Pt. 1. Ed. E. Combe, °A.S. ‘Atiyya. Hyderabad:
Da’irat al-ma‘arif al-‘uthmaniyya, 1968. P. 294-295; Multk Himyar wa akyal
al-Yaman. Kasidat Nashwan bin Safid al-Himyari ... wa sharhu-ha al-musam-
ma Khulasat al-sira al-djami‘a li ‘adja’ib akhbar al-mulak al-tababi‘a. Ed.
‘A. al-Mu*ayyad, L. al-Djarafi. Cairo: al-Matba‘a al-salafiyya, 1974. P. 151; Nu-
zhat al-djalis {1 munyat al-adib al-anis. Ta’lif ... al-Makki. Najaf: al-Maktaba
al-haydariyya, 1967. Pt. 1. P. 418). See also footnote 10.
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proximately like himyaran-shab, i.e., “ruler of the Himyarites™. This

title, however, was used in the Sasanid officialdom; the Arabs, as far

8

The title of Yaz’an can be reconstructed on the basis that, in the list of rulers
whom Ardashir (i.e., Ardashir I (240-225), the founder of the Sasanid state)
endowed with the titles of shahs, Ibn Khurdadhbih (Ibn Khurdadhbih, wrote in
the mid-late 9th century) includes o4 Ol or, according to the spelling in one
of the manuscripts, st Jlaew (Kitab al-masalik wa'l-mamalik (Liber viarum et
regionum) auctore ... [bn Khordadhbeh et excerpta e Kitab al-kharadj auctore
Kodama ibn Dja’far. Ed. MJ. de Goeje. Lugduni-Batavorum, 1889. P. 17). The
mention of Ardashir I should not be misleading: in fact, the list contains the
titles that the Sasanids bestowed at different times. As for the form ol Jlaes M. J.
de Goeje, the editor of the work of Ibn Khurdadhbib, suggested—though not
categorically—reading it as (), relating it to the name of the fortress Samadan
in Yemen, which is mentioned by Yaqiit. (Mu‘djam al-buldan li ... Yaqit. Beirut:
Dar Sadir, 1977. T. 3. P. 246). However, a more convincing explanation of this
form seems to be based on parallels with Middle Persian texts. In the account
of the legendary Iranian Kayanid kings in the treatise Bundahisn (“Primal
Creation”), it is said that Kay Kavus was deceitfully captured in the land of
Samiran (The Bindahishn. Ed. T. D. Anklesaria. Bombay, 1908. P. 212). In the
text of the edition (a facsimile of the manuscript), the form DM appears,
which evidently represents a corrupted §O3g3. In the treatise The Cities of
Eranshabr (Shabrastaniha-i-Eranshabr), acity is mentioned whose name is
read as Sm.lan; further in the same passage it is reported that the legendary
king Fredon (Faridiin) put to death the king of S.m.ran and once again made
the land of S.m.ran a possession of Iran, giving the wilderness of the Arabs to
their king. (The Pablavi Texts. 11. Ed. ].M. Jamasp-Asana. Bombay, 1913. P. 23). In
writing, the forms €3¢ (S.m.lan) and §2g3 (S.m.ran) are hardly distinguishable,
and it can be assumed that they refer to one and the same name rather than
two different ones. In the commentary on The Cities of Eranshabr, this form is
rightly associated with the name of Himyar (Daryaee T. Sahrestaniha 1 Eransahr.
A Middle Persian Text on Late Antique Geography, Epic, and History. Costa
Mesa, California: Mazda Publishers, Inc., 2002. P. 52; Nyberg H.S. A Manual
of Pahlavi. II. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1974. P. 176) — apparently, this
occurred through the reconstruction of the original spelling as $9O3g* via
an intermediate, corrupted form $93g9. This form, evidently identical to the
one we find in the Bundabisn, appears in Arabic script transliteration as ¢ s
(S.miran). On the other hand, in one of the accounts of Yazan’s arrival at Khosrow,
we find an important passage: the Sasanid king asks the Lakhmid ruler whether
Yazan is the king of S.m.ran, and receives an affirmative answer (Multk ..., 1974.
P. 150). The form o) e (S.m.ran) is thus evidently an intermediate link between
himyaran-shab and Ibn Khurdadhbih’s Jlaes. The above allows us to assume
that Yazan’s title sounded approximately as himyaran-shab, but its Middle
Persian spelling was altered from =3¢ §O3¥ to ~Rg §O4gY. It is in this
form, apparently, that the title stood in the list available to Ibn Khurdadhbih’s
source. Later, Arabic copyists distorted the unfamiliar forms, resulting in ¢ s,
and subsequently in Jlaes,
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Xocpos I Anymmpsan ¢ mpubanskeHHbIMK (M300paskeHMe Ha OATOAE).
From open sources

as can be judged from a verse by a contemporary of the events, the
poet Umayya Ibn Abi-1-Salt, called Yaz'an a “king” (malik)’. The sign
of Yaz'an’s power was a tiara received from the Sasanid king, his resi-
dence was Ghumdan, the palace of Sabean kings'®. At the same time,

7 “When they (the camels. — D.M.) reach Sana’a, they will find themselves in
the capital, the dwelling of ancient glory. | [We proceed] to a king with an
open and cheerful face, who has showered us with gifts” (Diwan Umayya
Ibn Abi-1-Salt. Ed. ‘A. al-Sitli. Damascus: al-Matba‘a al-ta‘awuniyya, 1974.
P. 4206).

This is also evident in a verse by Umayya ibn Abi al-Salt, in which there are
words addressed to Yaz’an (in the text: Ibn Dhi Yazan): “So drink — while
you wear the tiara (¢@dj) — what is beneficial and auspicious for you — and at
the summit of Ghumdan there is a dwelling (dar) in which you often reside”
(Diwan .., 1974. P. 458). In the accounts of how Wahriz, on Khosrow’s orders,
questioned the Yemeni nobility about Yaz’an, the tiara repeatedly appears,
which the Sasanid king had given to his commander before the campaign,
for the possible later enthronement of Yaz'an. For example: ... Khosrow gave
Wahriz a tiara (¢adj), a robe, and a belt, and ordered him: “When you reach
Yemen, ask its inhabitants about this man (Saif. — D.M.), and if he is among
the kings, transfer authority to him, place the tiara, robe, and belt upon him;
but if he is not among the kings, send me his head and govern the land until
my command reaches you” (Mulik ..., 1974. P. 151). In another account, Khos-
row says to Wahriz: “When you reach Yemen and defeat these people, gather
its inhabitants and ask them about Saif ibn Dhi Yazan. And if he is among the
princes, as he claimed and asserted, crown him with this tiara (tadj) — and

10
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Yaz’an was completely subordinate to the Sasanid king. According to
Wahb Ibn Munabbih (d. in 728/9 or 732/3), “Sayf Ibn Dhi Yaz'an was
a ruler from Khosrow, corresponded with him and in matters acted as
he considered necessary”’. This report is well supplemented by the
words cited by al-Tabar1 (838/39 — 923) from Ibn Ishak: “Khosrow
imposed annual tributes on Sayf Ibn Dhi Yaz’an, which he was sup-
posed to pay to him each year' in a certain amount”®. According to
yet another account, at some point, Khosrow summoned Yaz’an and
made clear to him what he should not do™. It is possible that Yaz’an,
like the Lakhmids, was supposed to periodically, at a certain time of
year, travel to the Sasanid king®.

The previous paragraph concerns the arrangement of central au-
thority. Much less is known about the state of affairs locally, and the

he (Khosrow. — D.M.) gave him a tiara and two bracelets — and install him
as king over his people” (Kitab al-‘ilmam ..., 1968. P. 294). As for Ghumdan,
it is highly significant that one source, citing Ibn Ishak (d. 760s), states that
“his royal residence (mulk) (of Saif ibn Dhi Yazan and his father. — D.M.) was
Ghumdan; to him came the rulers (imagawil) and nobles (ashraf), and there
the visitors and guests gathered around him” (al-Fasil bayna al-haqq wa al-
batil min mafakhir abna’ Qahtan wa al-Yaman, ed. M. ‘A. Djazim, M. ‘Arbash.
Sana’a: 2009, p. 53; cf. al-Mukhtasar ..., 1998, p. 91; Tarikh .., vol. 3, P. 123).
Ibn Khordadbeh also states that Saif ibn Dhi Yazan lived in Ghumdan, ad-
ducing as evidence the words of Umayya ibn Abi al-Salt cited above (Kitab
al-masalik ..., 1889, Arabic text. P. 136). As will be shown below, in Ghumdan
Yaz’an received a delegation of Arab tribes, including the Quraysh. One of
al-Yaquit's sources stated that Ghumdan belonged to the family of Dhii Yazan
(Mu‘jam ..., 1977, vol. 4, P. 153). It is likely that this family settled in Ghumdan
precisely during Yaz’an’s reign.

I Kitab al-tidjan fi mulak Himyar. Sana: Markaz al-dirasat wa al-abhath al-ya-

maniyya, 1979. P. 317.

These concepts are rendered in the text using the Muslim terms djizya and

kbardj (sic. in the source), respectively.

B Annales ..., 1881-1882. P. 949-950.

14

12

“News reached Khosrow that Saif was taking women for himself, and he wrote
to him ordering him to come. And he (Saif. — D.M.) did so. Khosrow said: ‘Do
you take pleasure in sitting with children in the harem?’ He (Saif. — D.M.)
understood [what was meant] and said: ‘T will not return [there]. Then he
(Khosrow. — D.M.) said: ‘Return to your domains’ And he (Saif. — D.M.) re-
turned” (Kitab al-dibadj, 1991. P. 106).

5 On this rule for the Lakhmids, see Muwun A.E. Vicropus rocypapcrsa
Aaxmmpos. M.: OO0 «Cappa», 2017. C. 272-273.
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available information amounts mainly to Hisham al-Kalb1’s (b. c. 738,
d.in 819/20 or 821/22) words that Wahriz appointed governors over
Yemen provinces during the conquest’. As will be shown below, South
Arabian noble families retained power in the provinces they ruled,
consequently, it can be assumed that the people appointed by Wahriz
were commanders of Sasanid garrisons, placed in the most strategical-
ly important points.

After placing Yaz’an on the throne, Wahriz left Sasanid troops with
him under a military commander and returned to Khosrow". There
is little information about Yaz'an’s subsequent rule, but it allows us to
imagine at least the main directions of his actions. According to Ibn
Ishak, Yaz'an pursued the remaining Ethiopians in Yemen, acting very
cruelly in the process, and ultimately killed many of them, making the
rest his servants®.

Yaz’an’s establishment of power as king (albeit subordinate to the
Sasanids) meant his supremacy over Yemenite nobility. Memories of
this are reflected, it seems, in one verse preserved by a Muslim author

16 Annales ..., 1881-1882. P. 956.

7" The most detailed account of this is found in Ibn Khaldun (Ibn Khaldiin,
1332-1406) (Tarikh ..., 1999. Vol. 3. P. 123).

8 Annales ..., 1881-1882. P. 956; Cf. Nihayat ..., 1996/97. P. 319.
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from the first half-middle of the 10th century, al-Hamdani, in which
Yaz’an is called kayl al-makawil, i.e., “prince of princes . Very little is
known about relations between Yaz’an and the nobility, but two signifi-
cant pieces of information have come down to us, which allow us to un-
derstand the development of events at least in general terms. According
to arecently published treatise by an unknown author, Division of Truth
and Falsehood Regarding Objects of Pride of the Qahtanites and Yemenites,
Sayf struggled with the noble clan of Dhu Manakh, which is character-
ized as second in social standing after the royal one; it is reported that
members of this clan were uncles of the kings of the united realm of
Himyar and Saba (tababi‘a) on the paternal line®. It is difficult to verify
how accurate this is, as little is known about the dhu Manakh clan as
a whole: mentions of it are not found in South Arabian inscriptions, and
it is encountered rather rarely in the lists of the eight most noble clans
of pre-Islamic South Arabia (mathamina) by Muslim authors. In the Di-
vision we further read that Sayf won and established himself in power?.
These words should not be understood as indicating a military victory
of Yaz’an over the rebellious clan and its elimination from the historical
stage: the sources mention a certain Nabit Ibn al-Rayyan, who conduct-
ed affairs related to the conclusion of a peace treaty between Sayf Ibn
Dhi Yaz’an and the clan of dhu Manakh*. An indirect indication that
the conflict ended with the achievement of agreement is found in the
text of the Division, too, which asserts that these events relate to a verse
of the poet of the late pre-Islamic period Maymiin the Weak-Visioned
(al-A'sha Maymiin): “And if the Himyarites set their affairs straight and
arrange how to give water to their children together..”” Comparing the
information presented, we can conclude that the leaders of the dhu
Manakh clan capitulated and recognized Yaz'an’s supremacy; nothing
is known about other terms of these agreements.

Y al-Hamdani. Al-1klil. Erstes Buch. Hrsg. O. Lofgren. Uppsala: Almqvist &
Wiksells Boktryckeri AB. Heft 2, 1965. S. 80.

20 al-Fasil ..., 2009. P. 192.

2 Tbid.

22 Kitab al-ikll ..., 1966. P. 163.

2 al-Fasil ..., 2009. P. 192. The verse see in: Gedichte von Abti Basir Maimiin Ibn
Qais al-’A%a. Hrsg. R. Geyer. London: Luzac & Co., 1928. S. 54.
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Xocpos I Anyumpsan (n3obpaskeHne Ha MOHeETe).
From open sources

Another piece of information is contained in the Persian transla-
tion of al-TabarT’s history made by Bal‘ami (d. in 974), and consists in
the fact that Yaz’an created for the Himyarites and Arabs a diwan, i.e.,
a register, and appointed governors to all cities from the people in-
dicated in it*. It seems that Yaz'an followed the example, and proba-
bly also the instruction, of Khosrow Anushirvan, who had established
a similar register for Sasanid nobility. Such a register made it possible
to organize troop recruitment, and also to determine for each mag-
nate his place among the nobility, which Khosrow needed after the
defeat of the Mazdakites, and Yaz’an—after creating a state, at the head
of which, albeit subordinate to the Sasanids, he now was.

Strictly speaking, we cannot say how these pieces of information
relate to each other: the leaders of the dhu Manakh clan might not
have been satisfied with either Yaz'an’s very reign or the place allotted
to them in the register. However, the general meaning of events can be
understood: Yaz’an, with Sasanid forces behind him, forced Yemenite
noble clans to recognize his supremacy and established order in rela-
tions between them, allotting each its place.

24 Tarikh-nameh-i-Tabari. Gardanideh-i-mansab be Bal‘ami. Ed. M. Rowshan.
Tehran: Soroush, 1995. P. 732.
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Yaz'an’s relations with Arab tribes were ambiguous; everything de-
pended on the balance of forces in given circumstances. Some tribal
leaders recognized Yaz'an’s supreme power over them; they were proba-
bly the ones who entered the register mentioned above. Others came to
some agreement with the new ruler. According to an account common
in Muslim sources, after Sayf Ibn Dhi Yaz'an’s victory, the Arabs began
to send him embassies; then follows a detailed mention of a Quraysh-
ite embassy mission, which Sayf received in Ghumdan?®. In some cases,
military alliances were reached. According to sources, there is a known
case when the leaders of the Banti Khawlan tribe, on the advice of aman
named ‘Alkama Ibn Zayd, about whom it is reported that he had trav-
eled to the rulers of Yemen and Syria, turned to Yaz'an for help against
the Banti Hawazin and Banti Sulaym tribes. Yaz'an sent four princes
(akwal) to the lands of Banti Khawlan to help them, but the reports of
this are very brief and do not allow us to say how the campaign ended?.

According to the unanimous opinion of medieval Muslim authors,
Yaz’an was killed by Ethiopian captives whom he had made his body-
guards?. As for what happened next, the available information is am-

% al-Ansab li ... al-‘Awtabi al-Suhari. Ed. M. Thsan al-nass. Muscat: Wizarat al-
turath al-kawmi wa al-thakafa, 2006. P. 251-254 (with attribution to Hisham
al-Kalbi and Ibn ‘Abbas, a participant in the Arab conquests of the first half
of the 7th century and a scholar); Dala’il al-nubuwwa wa ma‘rifat ahwal sahib
al-shart’a 1i Abi Bakr ... al-Bayhaki. Ed. A. al-Kaladji. Beirut: Dar al-kutub
al-filmiyya, 1988. Vol. 2. P. 9-13; Dala’il al-nubuwwa li ... Ab1 Nu‘aym al-As-
bahani. Ed. M.R. Kalfatdji, ‘A. ‘Abbas. Beirut: Dar al-nafa’is, 1986. P. 95-99; al-
Fasil .., 2009. P. 53-55; Kitab al-aghani .., 1905. Pt. 16. P. 72-74; Kitab al-fikd
al-farid. Ta’lif ... Ibn Abd Rabbihi al-Andalusi. Pt. 2. Ed. A. Amin, A. al-Zayn,
I. al-Abyari. Cairo: Ladjnat al-ta’lif wa-1-tardjama wa-l-nashr, 1956. P. 23-27,
al-Mas*idi. Murtdj al-dhahab wa mafadin al-djawhar. Ed. Ch. Pellat. Beirut:
al-Djami‘a al-lubnaniyya. Pt. 2, 1966. P. 206-208; Muliik ..., 1974. P. 152-155;
Nihayat .., 1996/7. P. 320-322.

26 ql-Hamdani, 1965. S. 133; Kitab al-iklil ..., 1966. P. 118.

7 Annales .., 1881-1882. P. 957; Kitab al-aghani ..., 1905. Pt. 16. P. 72; Kitab tarikh
suni muliik al-ard wa al-anbiya®. Ta’lif Hamza ... al-Asfahani. Berlin: Kaviani
GmbH, 1921 /22.P. 90; Le livre de la création et de I'histoire de Motahhar ben
Tahir el-Maqdisi attribué a Abou-Zéid Ahmed ben Sahl el-Balkhi. Pub. et tr.
Cl Huart. T. III. Paris, 1903. P. 195; al-Mafarif li Ibn Kutayba. Ed. Th. ‘Ukasha.
Cairo: Dar al-ma‘arif, 1981. P. 638; al-Mas‘iidi. Muridj .., 1966. P. 208; Ni-
hayat .., 1996/97. P. 323; Wafayat al-a‘yan wa anba’ abna® al-zaman li ... Ibn
Khallikan. Ed. I. “‘Abbas. Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1977. Vol. 6. P. 36.
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Moueta Xocposa I Anympsana.
From open sources

biguous. According to a recently published commentary to al-Ham-
dant’s Kasida, Resembling a Piercing Blow That Strikes the Head and
Reaches the Brain (al-kasida al-damigha), composed, in the editor’s
opinion, by his son (but with his participation), Sayf Ibn Dhi Yaz'an
was succeeded on the throne by his brother Shurahbil, who ruled for
3 years®. This man is never mentioned elsewhere as a ruler of Ye-
men; in all sources that have come down to us, Yemen was under the
control of Iranian governors?. According to Ibn Ishak, after the death
of Sayf Ibn Dhi Yaz’an, a certain Ethiopian launched a rebellion, to
suppress which Khosrow I sent Wahriz*’. Al-Mas‘tidi narrates these
events in somewhat more detail; according to him, after the death of
Ma‘dikarib, the commander of the Sasanid forces whom Wahriz had
left with him suppressed the uprising of Ethiopians and informed
Wahriz of this by written report. Wahriz informed Khosrow of what
had occurred, and the latter sent him to Yemen again, ordering him

2 Kitab al-Damigha kasidat ... al-Hamdani bi tafsiri-ha wa ma‘ani-ha. Ta’lif ...
al-Hamdani. Ed. M-fA. al-Ahmadi. Sana: Madjma¥ al-Arabiyya al-sa‘ida, 2023.
P. 594. In another work, al-Hamdani mentions Sharahil, Saif’s younger broth-
er, who ascended to power after him. (Kitab al-iklil .., 1966. P. 256, 258). The
similarity in pronunciation and spelling of both names suggests that they may
refer to one and the same person.

On this, see Article 2 of the present research.

30 Annales ..., 1881-1882. P. 957.

29
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to exterminate all Ethiopians there®. Wahb Ibn Munabbih reports
that “authority (amr) spread among the Yemenites, and they did not
set one man over themselves as king, but in each province they set
over themselves a man from the Himyarites; they (the provincial rul-
ers in question. — D.M.) were like provincial kings, and this contin-
ued until Allah brought Islam™. In Wahb’s words, the mention of
“provincial kings”, which he calls mulitk al-tawa‘if, is remarkable. The
concept of mulitk al-tawa’if in early Muslim sources usually denotes
the rulers of individual provinces of the former Achaemenid state,
who had held power during the period from its defeat by Alexander
the Great to the beginning of Sasanid rule (so one can assume that
it represents a translation of Middle Persian kadagxwaddayan). For
medieval Muslim authors, the era of mulitk al-tawa’if is considered
a time of weakness of kings (Arsacids) and the omnipotence of local
rulers®. Since the authors of surviving works reproduced the ideas of
their predecessors, including Wahb Ibn Munabbih, the words about
“provincial kings” mean that local rulers (probably, first of all-those
who belonged to the highest nobility) entrenched themselves in their
possessions and became, in fact, independent. Probably, disputes re-
maining from the past broke out anew among the “provincial kings”.
Al-Hamdani quotes a verse by an unnamed poet from the Bant
Khawlan, beginning with the words “the stars of the princes of Him-
yar (makawil himyar) have become dim, their sun and moon have
been covered with shadow”; two lines later: “the son of Dhu Yaz’an
departed [into oblivion] and left among them the war that had begun
before, the flame of which does not go out™".

1 al-Mas‘idi. Muradj ..., 1966. P. 210.

2 Kitab al-tidjan .., 1979. P. 317. Cp. al-Ma‘arif .., 1981. P. 639.
% A discussion of the Arsacid period in Iranian history lies beyond the scope
of the present study. However, as an illustration of the point made above, it
is worth citing the words of Birtini (d. after 1050), according to whom the
Arsacids “were the worthiest among the petty kings (mulitk al-tawa'if), while
the others among them (the petty kings. — D.M.) did not obey them (the Ar-
sacids. — D.M.), but only honoured them, because they (the Arsacids. — D.M.)
belonged to the royal house of the Persians” (Chronologie orientalischer
Volker von Albértini. Hrsg. E. Sachau. Leipzig, 1878. S. 113).

+ Kitab al-iklil ..., 1966. P. 273.

[
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Comparing these indications, we get the following picture. Yaz'an’s
murder sparked an uprising of Ethiopians, which, being suppressed in
Sana by a Sasanid garrison, continued in other areas of Yemen. Shu-
rahbil (Sharahil) was apparently the most influential in the Yaz’anid
clan and could count on appointment as governor, but did not receive
it. South Arabian magnates entrenched themselves in their possessions
(the Ethiopian uprising could have threatened them or at least some
of them) and did not recognize Shurahbil’s (Sharahil’s) supremacy, as
they did not take an oath of loyalty to him. Without the support of
the nobility, Shurahbil (Sharahil) could only rely on the forces of the
Yaz'anids, which, however, were insufficient to overcome the Ethiopi-
ans and extend his power over all of Yemen.

According to the sources, Wahriz, arriving in Yemen with a four-
thousand-man force, waged a fierce struggle against the Ethiopians,
ruthlessly exterminating them. After slaughtering the remaining Ethi-
opians, he notified Khosrow I of the victory, and the latter appointed
him governor®.

To reconstruct the sequence of events established above, one
must determine their chronology. As a starting point, one can take
al-Mas‘tdr’s indication that Ma‘dikarib held power for 4 years®. Ibn
Khallikan gives the same length of reign (but of Sayf Ibn Dhi Yaz’an)?,
12111282, unfortunately without reference to the source®. Less plau-
sible seems the opinion of al-Sha‘bi, according to which Sayf Ibn Dhi
Yaz’an’s reign lasted 7 years®. If one accepts this dating, Yaz’an’s murder
must have taken place in 579. However, then the question arises: could
Khosrow I, who died in the spring of 579, have sent troops again to con-
quer Yemen at that time? For the same reason, it is impossible to accept
the claim found in some sources of 20 years of Sayf’s reign™.

% Thus according to the most detailed account transmitted in the sources on
the authority of Ibn Ishaq. (Annales ..., 1881-1882. P. 957-958; Tarikh ..., 1999.
Vol. 3. P. 124). Cf. al-Mas‘udi. Murtd; ..,1966. P. 210; Nihayat ..., 1996/97.
P. 323 (with reference to al-Sha’bi).

3% al-Mas‘idr. Muradj ..., 1966. P. 208.

¥ In both cases, the reference is to Yaz’an. (see footnote 2).

38 Wafayat ..., 1977. Vol. 6. P. 36.

% Nihayat .., 1996/97. P. 323, 324.

%0 Kitab al-Damigha ..., 2023. P. 594. Cp. Turfat ..., 1992. P. 48.
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If we assume that Yaz’an held power for four years starting from
the time of the conquest, i.e., from the winter of 571-572, his rule
should have ended by the spring of 576. Al-Mas‘tdi also reports that
the commander of the Sasanid garrison, after suppressing the Ethiopi-
an uprising, sent a report about this to Wahriz, who received it while
at the court of Khosrow I in Ctesiphon*, the Sasanids’ winter capital.
The most precise data on when exactly the Sasanids resided there are
found in the Chinese History of the Northern Wei. According to con-
versions of the data from this source to our calendar, the Sasanid king
left Ctesiphon in April-May*? or in the fourth month of the Chinese
year, i.e,, in May—June®, and returned in November** or November-
December®. Based on the data presented above, the news of Yaz’an’s
death reached Ctesiphon no later than May, i.e,, if we adhere to the
calculation presented above, in May 576.

This intermediate conclusion should be compared with al-
Mas‘tdr’s statement that Wahriz defeated the Ethiopians and killed
their king Masriiq after 45 years of Khosrow I Anushirvan’s reign®.
In such indications, the term is usually calculated from the time of
the king’s actual accession to power?. Khosrow I's reign had begun
in September 531; 45 years therefore expired in September 576. One

4 gl-Mas‘udi. Muridj ..., 1966. P. 210.

42 Hori K. A Chinese Account of Persia in the Sixth Century // Spiegel Memo-

rial Volume. Bombay, 1908. P. 248.

Daffina P. La Persia sassanide secondo le fonti cinesi // Rivista degli studi

orientali. Vol. 57 (1983). P. 156.

4 Hori K. A Chinese Account ..., 1908. P. 248.

¥ Daffina P. La Persia..., 1983. P. 156. Francois Thierry’s new translation was, un-
fortunately, not accessible to the author of this article. According to another
translation, in the fourth month of the Chinese year the king did not depart,
but returned to the capital. (Tashakkuri *A. Tran be riwayat-i-Chin-i-bastan.
S.1: Mu*assasa-i-rawabit-i-baynalmilali, 1977/78. P. 123). In this case, how-
ever, it would follow that the king came to Ctesiphon for the summer, which
contradicts the available information about the Sasanids. It is known that the
Sasanids stayed in Ctesiphon from late autumn to early spring, and during the
hot season they moved to the northern regions of their realm. (Muwwn A.E.
Xocpos I Auymmpsan (531-579), ero amoxa 1 €ro JXKu3HeOIMCaHne U IOYICHUE
B uctopmun Muckaserixa. M.: 1B PAH, 2014. C. 73).

% gl-Mas‘udi. Murid; ..., 1966. P. 204-205.

7 Muwun AE., Xocpos I Anymmpsas ..., 2014. C. 39.

43
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cannot entirely exclude the possibility that it refers to the end of the
forty-fifth year of Khosrow’s reign as reckoned by the Sasanid calen-
dar; that fell in July 576.

It is impossible not to notice that in both cases we arrive, albeit by
different paths, at the year 576. This can hardly be a coincidence; on
the contrary, the events form a coherent chronological chain:

— the first months of 576 — the murder of Yaz’an, the Ethiopian
uprising;

— by May 576 — delivery of the news of Yaz’an’s murder to Ctesi-
phon;

— after September (or, less likely, July) 576 — Wahriz’s campaign to
Yemen against the Ethiopians.

Based on the above, we can assume that al-Mas‘tadi’s words about
Wahriz’s campaign against the Ethiopians after 45 years of Khosrow I's
reign refer not to the initial conquest of Yemen (when the Ethiopian
ruler called Masriiq in Muslim sources perished), but to the command-
er’s actions to suppress the uprising that followed the murder of Yaz'an.
When exactly Wahriz made his second campaign to Yemen is difficult
to say (a certain amount of time must have been taken up by gathering
troops, preparations, etc.). If we assume that this happened after Sep-
tember 576, the hypothesis suggests itself that this campaign, like the
first one in 571-572, took place in winter (i.e., in the winter of 576-577),
and the fleet transporting the troops used the monsoons favorable for
voyages to Arabia. In this case, we must assume that sending troops to
Yemen was not an urgent matter. This is best explained by the fact that
the Sasanid governor of San@, having suppressed the uprising there, re-
tained control over part of the lands of Yemen, although he was unable
to destroy the centers of resistance locally; this became Wahriz’s task.

Also noteworthy is the political decision of Khosrow I, who did
not appoint any of the Yaz’ans as governor (the aforementioned Shu-
rahbil (Sharahil) appears in sources only as a ruler, but not as a Sasanid
governor). Apparently, the Sasanid king, following events through the
reports reaching him, became disillusioned with the Yaz’ans, who had
proven incapable of dealing with the Ethiopian uprising, the omnip-
otence of the local nobility, and of preventing the assassination of the
governor. The sources do not say whether Khosrow considered trans-
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ferring power to some other Yemeni clan; if one takes the historical
context into account, it is difficult to imagine what might have con-
vinced the Sasanid king that any particular clan would manage the
governance of Yemen better than the Yaz'ans. A new stage began in
the history of Yemen — the period of its being under the authority
of Iranian governors. This is intended to be examined in the second
article of this study.
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